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Cathedral Clergy: 

Fr Ed Moloney 

Fr Abraham Thomas 

Fr Jim McKay 
 

Visiting Priests: 

Fr Dan Arundell 

Fr Barry Ryan 
 

Parish Admin: 

Tony Beggs 
 

Finance Officer: 

Kerrie McTigue 
 

Sacraments: 

Tony Beggs 

Safeguarding Officer: 

Tony Beggs 
 

 

 

RECENT DEATHS: 

                Anthoniammal Mani, James Leonard, Desmond Lloyd 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Abigail Ballinger, Ian Bicknall, Iris Buczkowsky, Sr Lua (Byrne), Kevin Daly, 

Theodora Finke, Hedwig Harasimowicz, Robert ‘Rocky’ Hazlett, Eileen Kelly,  

Mary Kennedy, Johannus Kors, Margaret LeMarshall, John (Frank) Leonard,  

Malcolm McLean, Aileen Moore, Ben Murphy, Thomas Riley, John Ronan,  

Eileen Stout, Ken Stout, Strecko Uljanic, Nora Walsh, Win Westenberger,  

Audrey Williamson 

 

 

 
3 Lyons St Sth Ballarat - Telephone: 53 312 933 

ballarat@ballarat.catholic.org.au   

stpatscathedral.weebly.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/patricks.cathedral.9/ 

 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 10.00am – 5.00pm 
  

The phone will be transferred to the on-call priest so that Hospitals, Aged 

Care facilities, Funeral Directors or others seeking the services of a priest 
may be responded to. 

 

* * * 
St Patrick's Cathedral Parish acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which we gather, the Wadawurrung People of the Kulin nation. 

 
We are a child safe Parish following the Child Safe Standards outlined by 

the Victorian Government, implementing procedures and standards as 
directed by the Professional Standards Office of the 

 Catholic Diocese of Ballarat. 

 

 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish Ballarat 

    5th Sunday in Ordinary time Year A – 5th February  

 

Readings this week: Fifth Sunday Ordinary Time Year A (5th February) 
 

First: Isaiah 58:7-10  Second:  1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16 
 

Readings next week:  Sixth Sunday Ordinary Time Year A (12th February) 
 

First: Sirach 15:15-20  Second:  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

Gospel: Matthew 5:17-37 

 

 

 

mailto:ballarat@ballarat.catholic.org.au
https://stpatscathedral.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/patricks.cathedral.9/


 

Mission: Change their lives ... and yours. 

Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and 

trades to share their skills with those who have less opportunity to develop their talents.   

• You will re-ignite your professional passion as you share skills with colleagues abroad; 

• You will strengthen individuals and organisational processes and procedures so that generations of 

people will have opportunities for growth long after you return home. 

• You will Learn.  It is a life changing opportunity to work with and live amongst some of the most 

appreciative and resilient people you will ever meet. 

• You will be Supported.  Since 1961, Palms Australia has supported qualified and experienced Catholics 

motivated to undertake this Mission.   

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below. On our website you can also see news including 

stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. 

Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or someone you know: 

RING:  02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567.  WEB: www.palms.org.au 

 

 Closing Celebrations for Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church Patchewollock 

Bishop Paul Bird along with Fr Anthony and visiting priests will be officiating on Saturday March 18th at 

3pm to celebrate our final mass at Our Lady Help of Christians Patchewollock. After Mass the 

community are invited to the Patchewollock Community Centre where you are invited to bring food 

to share food and drinks of your choice. Tea, coffee, BBQ, ovens and hot plates are available. 

NATIONAL LITURGY & LITURGICAL MUSIC CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER 2023  
Network and the National Liturgical Council. It will be held from 28 – 30 September 2023 at the Hilton 

Brisbane. The conference website and registration platform are due to be launched on Monday 6 

February, which is a week later than anticipated. Bernadette Farrell who was to attend has been 

diagnosed with brain cancer and is to undergo treatment; please offer a prayer for her recovery. 

The good news is that we have now finalised our updated list of keynote speakers. One of the 

leading figures in contemporary Catholic music, Sarah Hart, will join us to present a keynote, a 

workshop and a public concert. Nashville-based, Sarah is a Grammy-nominated and multi-award 

winning artist whose compositions are found in hymnals across the globe. Dr Timothy 

O’Malley, professor of liturgical-sacramental theology and academic director of the Notre Dame 

Centre for Liturgy (USA) will present the opening conference keynote along with two other featured 

workshop offerings. These international guests will be joined by acclaimed local presenters: 

liturgist Rev Dr Tom Elich (Friday Keynote) and Irish-born, Brisbane-based theologian and composer Dr 

Maeve Louise Heaney VDMF (Saturday Keynote).  

Preparing for Lent 2023 

As a follow-up to last week’s item on Lenten Discussion Groups in the Parish, the booklets have been 

ordered from Wollongong Diocese and we are hopeful that they will arrive shortly. These will be 

available at the Parish Office at a cost of $10 each.  

In our COVID normal community, we will be able to meet in small groups, as was the case in pre-

COVID days. We urge you to make contact with friends and family to form a small group, to meet 

weekly throughout the Lenten Season. The meeting time and venue is your choice.  The Lenten 

booklets are easy to follow, and we invite you to seriously consider the most appropriate way for you 

to become involved in this time of preparation for Easter. 

https://palms.org.au/participant-testimonies/
https://palms.org.au/
http://www.palms.org.au/


REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL- FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

(MATTHEW 5:13-16) 

In today’s gospel, Jesus addresses two short parables to his disciples in the presence of the 

crowds. Parables were intended to tease their hearers, inviting them to see things from a new 

perspective, to see themselves in a new light. Jesus told these parables in early first century Palestine 

with its particular symbol system, while we hear them through the multiple layers of our own twenty-first 

century contexts and symbol systems.  “Salt” and “light” have slightly different resonances in different 

contexts, as do “earth” and “world”. Exploring those resonances or nuances can bring us to a deeper 

appreciation of the text.  

This short reflection allows for a focus only on “the salt of the earth” parable or metaphor. For 

Jesus’ Palestinian audience, salt was used to preserve and to season food. It also functioned as a 

cleansing or purifying agent. It could only lose its savour if contaminated by additives. We can resonate 

with all of that. For some of the Jewish rabbis, salt signified wisdom: a “salted” disciple was a “wise” 

disciple. In some parts of the ancient world, as in Pakistan today, salt was used in dyeing processes as 

a way of intensifying as well as preserving the colour of fabrics. Many Westerners are not aware of this 

practice. These days we are rightly concerned about high levels of salinity in overworked soil. That was 

certainly not so for first-century Palestinians.  

When we declare someone to be “salt of the earth”, we are generally referring to the sheer 

goodness of the person in question, her/his down to earth reliability, lack of pretentiousness and 

practical wisdom. To be salt of the earth is to season the earth community, to intensify its beauty, to 

be wise in one’s judgments, to be just and compassionate in all of one’s dealings. This parable, with its 

multi-layered symbolism, certainly teases the mind. 

In the original Greek, the emphasis is on the first word in the sentence. Jesus is telling his hearers, 

disciples and crowds, that they are the salt of the earth. They do not have to become the salt of the 

earth; they are the salt of the earth. In short, he is affirming their worth. In its literary context, that 

assertion contrasts Jesus’ followers with those who might persecute them. It affirms their capacity to 

stand strong in the face of opposition, “for the sake of justice”. If they allow their commitment to be 

shaken, then the “salt” will be contaminated and the “earth” cannot be seasoned.  As we reflect on 

the diverse metaphorical applications of salt and earth, we might take a moment to give thanks to 

God for the gift of the material realities that underlie these powerful metaphors. This weekend, as I 

celebrate six decades of consecrated Mercy living, I give thanks for the wonders of our planetary 

home and for all who have shown me what it means to be salt of the earth and light of the world.  

                                                                                                                      – Veronica Lawson RSM 

 

Morning tea after 10.30am Mass this Sunday  
The monthly post-Mass morning tea will be held following the 10.30am Mass this Sunday. All welcome!  

Come along to the Glowrey & Mackillop rooms (behind the hall) for a cuppa and some home baking. 

Welcome to Nazareth House  
If you feel called to assist with Pastoral care for our residents, please call Sr Rosalie on 0437 474078 

Catholic Earthcare Australia – A program of Caritas Australia. 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish Ballarat has registered as a Catholic Earthcare Parish. Acknowledging that this 

Parish has committed to caring for our common home and on the journey to becoming a living Laudato Si’ 

community. 

Parishioners are invited to come together to find out more about how we can engage and develop as a 

Catholic Earthcare Parish on Sunday the 19th February in the Glowery Room from 3.30pm to 4.30 pm.  

Please leave your expression of interest in attending at the Parish Office.  



 

                                                                                                     

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

 

Monday – 10.00am  
 

Tuesday – 7.00am and 10.00am  

2:00pm Funeral Mass for James Leonard 
 

Wednesday – 7.00am, 10.00am  
 

Thursday – 7.00am, 10.00am 

Friday – 12.05pm       
(Reconciliation at 11.00am until midday) 

 

Saturday – 10.00am 
(Reconciliation from 10.00am until midday) 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday 6.30pm Vigil 

 Sunday 8.00am, 10.30am, 5.00pm 

DEVOTIONS 

Monday-Saturday Morning Prayer 7.30am 

Monday-Friday Evening Prayer 5.00pm 

Monday/Tuesday after 10.00am Mass 
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

Wednesday after Mass Litany to St Joseph 

Holy Hour & Benediction 7.00pm – 8.00pm 
 

Thursday after 10.00am Mass – Rosary &  
Divine Mercy Devotion 

 

Friday after 12.05pm Mass 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Silent Prayer 
 

*changes may occur due to Funerals/Liturgical events 

 

PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
 

Tuesday  
7.00pm – Life in the Spirit 

(MacKillop/Glowrey Room) 
 

Wednesday  
1.30pm Legion of Mary  
5:00pmLiturgy Meeting 

Word of God Sunday – THIS SUNDAY 

The Church in Australia celebrates the Sunday of 

the Word of God on the first Sunday in February – 

February 5 in 2023.  Pope Francis established the 

day, which is devoted to “the celebration, study 

and dissemination” of the Word of God.  Visit 

www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday to 

access resources to help commemorate the day 

and for suggestions on how to better engage 

with Sacred Scripture in various ways and 

settings. 

Project Compassion Sunday:  Feb 19, 2023 

Bishop Paul Bird CSsR will launch Project 

Compassion on Sunday, February 19, 2023 during 

5.00pm Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Ballarat.  Parishes of the dioceses are invited to 

do the same and may wish to commission their 

Caritas Ambassadors / Representatives who 

manage Project Compassion for their parish or 

school communities.  If you would like to receive 

a commissioning prayer to use, please contact 

Jillian Hogbin, Caritas Diocesan Director at 

caritas@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Round Table Ecological Theology Sessions 

The recent Plenary Council committed the 

Catholic Church in Australia to developing and 

committing to a culture of life-long faith 

formation.  For some years now, Fr Barry Ryan 

and Sr Veronica Lawson rsm have been offering 

regular adult theology classes.  A new series of 

six sessions begins on Wednesday, February 22 

(1.00pm – 3.00pm or 7.00pm – 9.00pm) at the 

Mercy Centre, 16 Gent Street, Ballarat East.  Then 

(March 22, April 26, May 24, June 28, July 26).  For 

more information please send your mobile 

number and email to Sr Veronica at 

veronica.lawson@mercy.org.au 

 

 

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Thank you for contributing to the Cathedral 

collections this week: 
 

First Collection - $ 1,902.65 

(Presbytery - Priest support)  
 

Second Collection - $ 2,710.00 
  

(Parish – buildings, office, admin, grounds 
and maintenance, including envelopes, 

credit cards and direct debits) 
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